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Task of the Church / Advocacy







           Lecture 6
Title: Evangelism – Appendix - A Review of “Purpose Driven Life”

Purpose: To instruct others about the good and bad things about the book “Purpose Driven Life” and give counsel about what to do with this book. 

Introduction

1.
One of the most talked about book today is “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren. The influential book “Knowing God” by J.I. Packer sold 1 million copies. This book by Rick Warren has already sold 11 million copies and counting. In endorsing the book, one author (Lee Strobel) wrote, “If you only read one book on what life is all about- make it this one!” I hope that author does that mean that Warren’s book has even become more important that the Bible. But that’s the sort of endorsement this book is getting from others.  

2.
Since this book has been reprinted locally by OMF, it has been spreading in the churches and many para-church groups here in the Philippines like wildfire. This book is being used in seminars, B.S. groups, and Sunday school classes. It is also often given as a gift to birthday celebrants, newly weds, new graduates, etc.  

3.
Many of you here have asked me recently about what I think of this book. Is it a good book to read or not? Should we endorse the book to others or not? Is there anything in the book we should be concern about?  

4.
As one of your pastors, I cannot ignore questions of this nature. And why? For two reasons:

a.
It is a biblical duty of Christians to exercise discernment – 1Thes 5:19-22 (READ). Not everything that claims to have come from the Spirit of God should be embraced without discernment. It is the duty of all Christians to examine everything carefully; hold fast to what is good, and abstain from every form of evil. And if this is true of prophetic utterances given by the Holy Spirit, how much more when it comes to books written by mere men. 

b.
It is the biblical duty of your pastors to exercise biblical leadership among you - Heb 13:7; 17 (READ). It is the biblical duty of your pastors to exercise biblical leadership among you, for we have a God-given obligation to keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account.     

5.
Therefore, what I propose to do in our class this morning is to give you an extended review of Rick Warren’s book “The Purpose Driven Life”. And in doing that, we shall follow four lines of thoughts.

Trans:
First, let me begin with 

I.
WHAT THE BOOK IS ABOUT

A.
The book is design to help people who have no sense of purpose of life to find purpose and meaning in life. 


Pg 9 “ This is more than a book; it is a guide to a 40-day spiritual journey that will enable you to discover the answer to life’s most important question: What on earth am I here for? By the end of this journey you will know God’s purpose for your life and will understand the big picture – how all the pieces of your life fit together. Having this perspective will reduce your stress, simplify your decisions, increase your satisfaction, and more important, prepare you for eternity.”

B.
There are forty chapters in this book, which the author strongly urges readers to read for the period of forty days. In fact, he urges readers to sign a covenant at the start to do it. And why forty days? Because the author attaches a spiritual significance to forty days. 


Pg 9 “The Bible is clear that God considers 40 days a spiritually significant time period. Whenever God wanted to prepare someone for his purpose, he took 40 days.” Then he alleges examples of this. And he says, Pg 9 “The next 40 days will transform your life.”

C.
The book is divided into 6 parts: 1) What On Earth Am I Here For? – 7 studies for 7 days. 2) Purpose # 1: You Were Planned for God’s Pleasure – 7 studies for 7 days. 3) Purpose #2: You Were Formed for God’s Family – 7 studies for 7 days. 4) Purpose #3: You Were Created to Become Like Christ – 7 studies for 7 days. 5) Purpose #4: You Were Shaped for Serving God – 7 studies for 7 days 6) Purpose # 5: You Were Made for a Mission – 5 studies for 5 days. 
Trans:
Now that is what the book is about. But then let me point out to you...

II.
WHAT ARE GOOD THINGS ABOUT THE BOOK 
… Any critique should be balance and fair. According to the Lord Jesus we must “judge with a righteous judgment”. And in reading the book, I found five things that are commendable in the book.  

A.
First, the book points out the necessity of divine revelation as oppose to human speculation.

1.
Pg 20 “Fortunately, there is an alternative to speculation about the meaning and purpose of life. It’s revelation. We can turn to what God has revealed about life in His Word…. To discover your purpose in life you must turn to God’s Word, not the world’s wisdom. You must build your life on eternal truths, not pop psychology, success-motivation, or inspirational stories.”

2.
As to whether the book itself is faithful to teachings of the Bible is something that needs to be examined. But it does point out, at least, the necessity of divine revelation as oppose to human speculation.  

B.
Secondly, the book also starts with a right premise that true meaning in life can only be found when we understand that we were made by God and for God.  

1.
Pg 17 “If you want to know why you were placed on this planet, you must begin with God.” Pg 18 “In the same way, you cannot arrive at your life’s purpose by starting with a focus on yourself.  You must begin with God, your Creator. You exist only because He wills that you exist. You were made by God and for God – and until you understand that, life will never make sense. It is only in God that we discover our origin, our identity, our meaning, our purpose, our significance, and our destiny. Every other path leads to a dead end.”  

2.
This is something that the Shorter Catechism in the 17th century has emphasized – “What is the chief end of God? To glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”  Well, seeing this emphasis in a book written in the 21th century is a very welcome changed. Not many books today have that emphasis.

C.
Thirdly, and this grows out of the second, the book also refreshingly distances itself from the health, wealth, and prosperity gospel

1.
Pg 173 “Many Christians misinterpret Jesus’ promise of the ‘abundant life’ to mean perfect health, a comfortable lifestyle, constant happiness, full realization of your dreams, and instant relief from problems through faith and prayer. In a word, they expect the Christian life to be easy. They expect heaven on earth…. This self-absorbed perspective treats God as a genie who simply exists to server you in your selfish pursuits of personal fulfillment. But God is not your servant, and if you fall for the idea that life is suppose to be easy, ether you will become severely disillusioned or you will live in denial of reality…. Never forget that life is not about you! You exist for God’s purposes, not vice versa.” 

2.
Now that is a very welcomed emphasis for churches immersed with the health, wealth, and prosperity gospel. Jesus Christ is our King. His agenda, nor ours, should be pursued.

D.
Fourthly, the book also puts a healthy emphasis on holiness of life.

1.
The book emphasizes that God is not so much concern about our happiness and comfort in this life. His primary concern for us is holiness of life and likeness to Jesus.

2.
Although the book does not provide a working biblical theology of holiness of life, but its emphasis on holiness is refreshing. 

E.
Fifthly, the book has a healthy emphasis on the importance of the local church. 

1.
Although the book does not give the readers instruction as to what the marks of a true church are, its emphasis on the local church is very strong. Believers are exhorted to join a local church. They are urged to value the ministry of the local church. 

2.
In an age where evangelicals are almost embarrassed to mention to those whom they are evangelizing the importance of joining a local church, the emphasis of this book is a healthy one.

Trans:
There are other things that are commendable in this book by Rick Warren but to me these five particularly stand out. But that leads us to our third heading…

III.
WHAT ARE THE THINGS THAT ARE PROBLEMATIC ABOUT THE BOOK 
A.
One major problem with the book is not so much what it says but what it does not say.

1.
A half truth presented as if it were the whole truth becomes an untruth. Ilus: Suppose Calvin wants to go to Keena’s house to borrow a book and then go to Daniel’s house to watch football. But he comes to me and says, “Pa. I need to go to Keena’s house to borrow a book. May I go?” There is nothing wrong in what he said – for he really intends to go to Keena’ house to barrow a book. But the problem lies not in what he said but in what he did not say. 

2.
Rick Warren’s book promises that if you go through its 40 lessons for forty days, then you will be equipped with what you really need to know to prepare you for eternity. This is clear from pg 9 (quoted above) “This is more than a book; it is a guide to a 40-day spiritual journey that will enable you to discover the answer to life’s most important question... Having this perspective will reduce your stress, simplify your decisions, increase your satisfaction, and most important, prepare you for eternity.”

3.
However, the book does not put emphasis at all about what we really need to know to be right with God. It does not clearly speak about our dreadful condition in the state of sin and under the wrath of God. It does clearly speak and puts emphasis upon who Christ is, why He had to die, and how Christ and the benefits of His works can be ours, through repentance and faith. It does not speak of the righteousness of Christ as the only righteousness we need to be right with God. It does not speak of the sacrifice of Christ as the only sacrifice we need to atone for all of our sins. It does not speak of justification by faith alone in Christ alone. These issues are not really expounded and applied. 

4.
And although there are a few statements sprinkled here and there concerning some of those things, the central and heart issues of the gospel are not really expounded. Readers are not really confronted with those vital issues. 

5.
Now this is inexcusable in the light of fact that the book promises to give people what they really need to know to prepare them for eternity. But how can a book promise to prepare a reader for eternity when the central issue of the gospel is not even expounded and applied? Readers are not really confronted with the central issues of the gospel?  

6.
Moreover, this problem is inexcusable the light of the emphasis of God’s word. Ie. Gospel narratives, Rom, Gal, Col, Phil, etc.   

B.
Secondly, since the book’s diagnosis of man’s greatest problem is not to the point; the remedies it offers is not also to the point.  

1.

Is the problem of meaninglessness and purposelessness in life a real problem? Yes. And the Bible recognizes that and addresses that problem particularly in the book of Ecclesiastes. 

2.
But is meaninglessness and purposelessness in life man’s greatest problem? No. It is a problem but it is not the greatest problem. The greatest problem is man’s dreadful condition of in the state of sin and under the God’s wrath. And it is this problem that the gospel particularly addresses - Rom 1:17-18 (READ).

3.
Therefore, since the book’s diagnosis of man’s greatest problem is not precise, the remedies it offers it not also precise. Thus the book does not expound the righteousness of Christ, the atonement of Christ, the priestly work of Christ, union with Christ. Why? Because the book defines man’s need not in terms of man’s dreadful condition in the state of sin and under the wrath of God but only in terms of meaninglessness and purposelessness in life. In fact, the book does not mention even once the wrath of God.

5.
Illus: Suppose a mother gives her daughter a broom in order to clean the dirty floor of the house.  But when the daughter enters the room, she thinks that the dirty windows need more cleaning that the dirty floor. But since she was only given a broom and not a window wiper, what is she going to do? She will force herself to use the broom as if it were a window wiper! But that would be an improper use of the broom! The broom was not specifically design to clean windows! 

6.
The same is true with the gospel message. The problem of meaningless in life is a real problem. But that is just one of the effects of a much greater problem. The greatest problem is that man is a fallen creation, born in sin and under the wrath of God, and therefore, he needs salvation. And God has given us the message of the gospel to address that particular problem. But if we do not agree with God’s diagnosis as to what is man’s greatest problem, then we might force ourselves to somehow use the gospel message to deal with problems other than the greatest problem. In trying to do this, we end up not rightly using the gospel, even mutilating the gospel. 

7.
This was true of the health, wealth, and prosperity gospel. Ministers tried to make the gospel message meet the people’s felt need. But in doing that they end up wrongly using the gospel, even mutilating it! 

8.
Now the felt need in a largely nihilist society is meaningless in life. And without pointing out the deeper problem and giving the gospel message as the only remedy to that deeper problem, the gospel is made to fit just that felt need. But in doing that - they end up mutilating the gospel. The central issues are not really expounded and applied to what is really the heart of the problem. 

9.
What is the outcome of this? A religion that is not distinctly Christian and gospel-based!

10.
So how then are we to proclaim the gospel in a generation whose left needs are other than what the gospel addresses? We have to make people aware of their greatest problem and need – deliverance from sin and from being under the wrath of God through the Lord Jesus whom God Himself, in His love, sent to save. All other problems are subordinate to this one. Only when people, by the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, will realize this, will they see and embrace the gospel message in all its glory – unmutilated. Then other subordinate problems in life can be addressed properly by the word of God. The problem of meaninglessness of life, for example, can be addressed particularly with the book of Ecclesiastes. 

C.
Thirdly, another problem I have with the book is that it has virtually removed the offense of the true gospel message. 

1.
The Bible makes it clear that the gospel is offensive to all those who perishing. It is stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles (1Cor 1:23). Only those whom God effectually calls will see and experience that the gospel is the power of God and the wisdom of God (1Cor 1:24). This is because fallen humanity love darkness rather than the light (Jn 3:19-20). Elsewhere the Bible says that the “mind set on the flesh [the unregenerate mind] is hostile towards God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so…” (Rom 8:6-7). 

2.
However, many unbelievers, even unregenerate Roman Catholics, who have read that book, do not feel the offense of the gospel. They can read that book, feel that the book has strengthened their faith, and still continue in the errors of the Roman Catholic Church and the whole system of works righteousness and devotion to Mary. I have heard Roman Catholics commending that book but still do not see the need to repent of their erroneous beliefs and leave the apostate church of Rome.

3.
Now this should not surprise us. Because one of those who endorsed the book is Billy Graham whose policy is it to urge Roman Catholics who attend to his crusades to go back to their church and be good Roman Catholics!

4.
Therefore, the book gives you some meaning in life by given you a religion to live by, which is the purpose of all religions. But the book does not give you the distinctly Christian religion, based on the saving power of the biblical gospel.    

D.
A fourth problem I have with the book is that it embraces the practice of easy-believism or easy prayerism. 

1.
Without a clear presentation of the gospel, the writer invites the reader to pray the sinner’s prayer, and assures him/her that if he/she has prayed that prayer sincerely, then he/she is now saved and is congratulated for it. 

a.
Pg 58-59: “Right now, God is inviting you to live for his glory by fulfilling the purposes he made you for. It’s really the one way to live.... Will you receive God’s offer? First, believe. Believe God loves you and made you for his purposes. Believe you’re not an accident. Believe you were made to last forever. Believe God has chosen you to have a relationship with Jesus, who died on the cross for you. Believe that no matter what you’ve done, God wants to forgive you. Second, receive. Receive Jesus into your life as your Lord and Savior. Receive forgiveness for your sins. Receive his Spirit, who will give you the power to fulfill your life purpose....”

b.
“Wherever you are reading this, I invite you to bow your head and quietly whisper the prayer that will change your eternity: ‘Jesus, I believe in you and I receive you.’ Go ahead’...”

c.
“If you sincerely meant that prayer, congratulations! Welcome to the family of God! You are now ready to discover and start living God’s purpose for your life. I urge you to tell someone about it. You’re going to need support. If you email me, I will send you a little booklet I wrote called ‘Your First Steps for Spiritual Growth’”.

2.
Now, that is horrendous. The gospel has not even been clearly presented. What is man’s greatest problem? Why did God have to send His Son to die in the place of sinners? None that has really been expounded. What it means to be “saved” is not even clearly explained. 

3.
Moreover, on the basis of saying a prayer, the sinner is assured that he has been saved, urged to tell others about it, and reminded that all he needs to do is grow in that salvation. There is no urging of the sinner to repent and no clear explanation of what it means to believe in Christ.

4.
And since the reader should move to the next chapter the next day as part of the covenant agreement with the author, then the one who prayed should assume that all he needs after saying that prayer “sincerely” is to grow spiritually.  

5.
But that is not how the Lord Jesus nor the apostles did the work of evangelism. And that is not how the great Reformers, the Puritans, and the preachers during the great periods of revival in the 18th and early 19th century did the work. Only Finney started that method in the later part of 19th century to the destruction and ruin of many churches in American.

E.
A fifth problem I have with the book is that it does not encourage a Berean spirit in the lessons it offers and is not really a safe and sound guide in what the Bible teaches.

1.
And what is a Berean spirit? Acts 17:11 – “Now these [the Bereans] were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they receive the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.” These people received the word preached by Paul with great eagerness. However, they did not simply stop there. They also were examining the Scriptures daily to see whether what Paul taught was really what the Scriptures teach. And the Holy Spirit labeled these people as “more noble-minded”.

2.
But the book does not encourage this attitude. In fact, the references of the Bible quoted in the book are not even given in the pages were they are quoted. They are only footnoted and tacked away in the last pages of the book. 

3.
And if you were Berean enough to look up these quotations, you would be shocked. For the writer quotes passages of Scriptures without due regard to the context of it. And he uses translations and even horrendous paraphrases that would suit his own purpose – not what the original is really saying. Let us look at just two examples. 

a.
Eph 1:11 (READ) – In page Pg 20 we have a paraphrase of that passage. “The Bible says, ‘ It is in Christ that we find out who we really are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eyes on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone.” (The Message) That paraphrase really changes the meaning of the original. For the passage is quoted as if it were spoken to all human beings without distinction, and not just to those who have come to faith in Christ and therefore, indicate that they are God’s elect. What is even worse, the writer does not even quote a good and dependable English translation but an outrageous paraphrase that completely changed the meaning of the passage.

b.
John 4:23 (READ) – The writer refers to this passage in Pg 103. But note the paraphrase that he uses: “That’s the kind of people the Father is out looking for; those who are simply and honestly themselves before him in their worship” (Msg). And this text is used to support all kinds of approaches in worshipping God. Ps 103 “ In his book Sacred Pathway, Gary [Thomas] indicates nine of the ways people draw near to God: Naturalists are most inspired to love God out-of-doors, in natural settings. Sensates love God with their senses, and appreciate beautiful worship services that involve their sight, taste, smell, and touch, not just their ears. Traditionalist draw closer to God through rituals, liturgies, symbols, and unchanging structures. Ascetics prefer to love God in solitude and simplicity. Activists love God through confronting evil, battling injustice, and working to make the world a better place. Caregivers love God by loving others and meeting their needs. Enthusiasts love God through celebration. Contemplatives love God through adoration. Intellectuals love God by studying with theirs minds. .......There is no ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach to worship and friendship with God. One thing is certain. You don’t bring glory to God by trying to be someone he never intended you to be. God wants you to be yourself…” But this idea opens the way to any and all forms of worship – even those condemned by the Bible. And that is just the opposite of what John 4:23 is really saying. For what the passage is really saying is that God must be worshipped spiritually and scripturally, not just any way we want.

4.
In order words, if you will have the Berean attitude, of seeing for yourself what the Scriptures is really saying, you will have serious problems and questions about Rick Warren’s book. You will end up frustrated rather than blessed. You will not find him to be a safe guide in his statements and pronouncements, even his suppose quotation of the Scriptures are often twisting of Scripture to fit what he likes to say. 

5.
And this has become such a serious problem that some leaders of seminars who use this book do not encourage those who attend to bring their own bibles! Why? People will end up debating which translation or paraphrase is good or not. But I thought the writer says that our belief must be founded upon the rock of God’s word! That’s confusing and dangerously deceiving. 

Trans: There are still many problems I have with this book that those major problems should be enough. So that leads us to our fourth and final heading…

IV.
WHAT MY COUNSELS ARE CONCERNING THE BOOK 

A.
I would strongly advice you not to encourage or recommend the book to anyone, especially unbelievers.

1.
The bad so outweighs the good that it is not really worth reading.

2.
Besides, there are many other books that are more biblical and helpful – Right with God, Ultimate Questions, All of Grace, God’s way of Peace, Desiring God, etc. Those books are safer guides and are biblical in their emphasis.  

B.   Secondly, I would caution you against overreaction by forbidding people from reading that book.

1.
The book does have some value especially if you have already have a good knowledge of the gospel.

2.
Besides, it is a far better book to read than what most usually read. Better than romantic novels many read and some Christian books with a heath, wealth, and prosperity emphasis. 

C.   Thirdly, I would urge you to encourage those who want to read the book to exercise discernment. And if asked why – tell them about your concerns about the book.

D.
Fourthly, live by the policy that the best way to counter error is to proclaim the truth.

1.
It is counter-productive going around attacking this book – telling people not to read it. The best way to counter error is to proclaim the truth.

2.
So do what you can to spread the truth by personal witnessing, giving out a booklet or taped message, holding a bible study (if you have the gift to do so). And pray that God would use your efforts, and that of others, to bring lost sinners to repentance and faith in Christ.

